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Goals for today ● Discuss best practices for assessing 

data you could use for your final 

projects

● Showcase various sources for 

locating and downloading data 

available through the UR library

● Show where to get assistance from 

me, if/when you need it



Key Questions for Evaluating Data Sources
Similar process for how you’d assess the quality of other 

information sources, generally framed around the following 

questions:

● What kind of data are you looking at?

● Who collected/created the data?

● When was the data collected?

● What questions were asked to collect the data?

● Why was the data collected? What purpose does it serve?

● How was the data collection funded?

If you can’t answer any of these questions definitively, you may 

need to dig deeper into the background of the source, or find 

additional info that aligns with/contradicts your original source



Geography Research Guide - Mapping Tools and Databases

Sources found via secondary sources/articles
● Example 1; Example 2

GIS Data Hubs
● Statewide; National; International*

UR Subscription Databases/Tools
● PolicyMap; SimplyAnalytics; CountryWatch; Statista

Digital Map Collections
● Example 1; Example 2

Examples of data access via the guide:

https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/home
https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/home
https://scholarship.richmond.edu/geography-faculty-publications/56/
https://research.ebsco.com/plink/f980a65b-489b-314e-bece-6b5941f60657
https://vgin.vdem.virginia.gov/pages/clearinghouse
https://libguides.wustl.edu/gis_data/digital/public_datasets#s-lg-box-30674172
https://libguides.mit.edu/gis/country
https://libguides.richmond.edu/policymap
https://libguides.richmond.edu/simplyanalytics
https://libguides.richmond.edu/countrywatch
https://libguides.richmond.edu/statista
https://maps.lib.utexas.edu/maps/index.html
https://www.davidrumsey.com/


UR’s Digital Scholarship Lab

https://dsl.richmond.edu/


Don’t forget about citing your data/sources!

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_g

uide/reference_list_electronic_sources.html

https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/apa

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_electronic_sources.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_electronic_sources.html
https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/apa
https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/apa
https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/apa


Data Availability (or lack thereof)

● U.S. federal government been dealing with cuts to 

federal programs and institutions

○ Ex. NOAA, CDC, Department of Education

● Data originally housed on certain federal websites no 

longer available

○ No certainty yet as to if they’ll return

● Future of available data from federal programs in 

jeopardy

○ Directly impacts the work of thousands of 

researchers and professionals across the country 

(and arguably globe)

○ Data preservation efforts currently underway by 

interested groups/organizations



Examples of Digital Federal Data Repositories

● PolicyMap

○ Maintaining access to federal data (Census, federal 

programs, etc.)

● Esri

○ Available Census/ACS data through ArcGIS Online

● Public Environmental Data Project 

○ A coalition committed to preserving and providing public 

access to federal environmental data. 

● End of Term Crawl 

○ Archived copies of presidential website material from 2008 

onward

● Data Rescue Project

○ Grassroots effort to save and archive government data

● Even some familiar faces…

https://screening-tools.com/
https://eotarchive.org/
https://www.datarescueproject.org/
https://doi.org/10.1177/29768640251375903


Main point: Where to go for help

1. Geography Research Guide

a. Double-check for alternate 

databases, additional resources, 

citation assistance, etc.

2. Library Tutorials

a. Videos produced by UR librarians 

on foundational research skills

3. Come and see us!

a. Offices in Boatwright Library

b. Schedule a reference appointment 

online

https://libguides.richmond.edu/geography/home
https://libguides.richmond.edu/library-tutorials
https://libcal.richmond.edu/appointments/kylejenkins

